
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello all 
 
 
Well what a phenomenal year it’s been (which may explain why it seems to 
have whipped by)! As ever Friends have been busy and together we’ve 
accomplished a huge amount!  
 
We kicked off the academic year back in November 2015 with our hugely 
successful joint fundraiser alongside our friends at Burnsall – the Auction of 
Promises over at the Cruck Barn in Appletreewick. Everyone entered into the 
spirit of the occasion and made ridiculous bids on some weird and wonderful 
lots and together we cleared a whopping £1,899 for each school!  
 
In February we hosted the Church House Coffee morning with the support of 
the children who threw themselves with great imaginative gusto into filling 
some fabulous jars for their Jarbola stall. We also wowed the regular crowds 
with our spectacular baking raising a further £370.  
 
And we can’t forget ‘the’ fundraiser of the year in May where we saw (and 
have photographic evidence of – he he!) many of our super sensible mums and 
dads  swinging their impossibly wide pants across the dance floor at our very 
own Saturday Night Fever disco at the Village Hall – that pulled in an amazing 
£1,340! 
 
So…, as you know our main goal has been to fund a new playground for the 
school – existing markings are looking tired and we wanted to make it into a 
space which can be used by all of the children, not just the football crazy. 
 
P.T.O. 
 
 
 



Our target total for the proposed new playground was roughly £12,000 
(pending final quotes). Tarmac very generously pledged 50% of the total from 
their Cracoe and Rylstone Community fund so with what we already had in the 
Friends account and what we’ve raised this year… drum roll… WE’RE 
THERE!  
 
Which means that over the summer we expect work to begin sandblasting the 
tarmac. With the start of the new academic year we’ll get discussions underway 
for the next steps but the aim is that at some point over the 2017/2018 year our 
children will have a new playground! 
 
But there’s more. Although most of our funds have been channelled into the 
Playground Project Friends have still been able to provide: 
 

• Shelving for the library 
• First News subscription for the year 
• Outdoor reading sheds 
• Playground equipment for KS1 
• PE equipment 
• House points treat to Stump Cross Caverns 
• Afternoon Tea with the Teachers 
• … and refreshments for various events along the way! 

 
Next year we’ll be in the slightly unnerving position of having nothing in the 
coffers so we’ll need new volunteers and new ideas to keep moving us forward! 
We’ll kick off with a coffee morning (and cake. Don’t forget the cake!). Details 
to come out in the first newsletter of the New Year, but for now you can all 
stand down for the summer and enjoy the break! 
 
 
Friends 
 

 


